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HOW[DIVISION/CAN MAKE{US STRONGER

We all know how Solomon used a sword to decide a case- the
story from 1 Kings 3:16-28. Was it cruelty or wisdom to decide to cut
the baby in two? When Israel heard of the judgment Solomon rendered,
they stood in awe of him, perceiving that the Spirit of God was in him.
Can you explain, however, why he was wise to reach for a sword?

We might say Solomon was wise because it worked. Each mother
proved her true worth and justice was served. What made Solomon
wise, in this case, was that he knew to push into the conflict between
them to prove who was who. He pressed on the sensitive issue at hand
until each woman revealed what kind of woman she really was. The
apostle Paul offers a similar piece of wisdom to the church- ‘In the first
place, | hear that when you come together as a church, there are
divisionsamong you, and to some extent | believe it. No doubt there
have to be differences among you toshow which of you have God’s
approval.’ (1 Corinthians 11:18-19 MSG)

| would like to apply this thought to our families- related by blood
but divided by denomination. There must be divisions/ factions/ con-
flicts among us for our relations to be healthy. Why? Like Solomon with
the prostitutes: to prove who is who. Are we church worshippers or God
worshippers? Do we love the rites and rituals of our church or do we
love God more? Are the divisions in our families caused because of
allegiance to the church or to God? Which of the following verses apply
to us? -How wonderful, how beautiful, when brothers and sisters get
along! (Psalm 133:1 MSG) -Do not suppose that | have come to bring
peace to the earth. | did not come to bring peace, but a sword. For |
have come to turn “a man against his father, a daughter against her
mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— a man’s enemies
will be the members of his own household.(Matthew 10:34-36 MSG)

Are divisions good or bad? Listen to what Paul says in 1 Corinthians
1:10 (MSG)- ‘I have a serious concern to bring up with you, my friends,
using the authority of Jesus, our Master. I'll put it as urgently as | can:
You must get along with each other. You must learn to be considerate
of one another, cultivating a life in common.’ He calls division a “work of
the flesh” (Galatians 5:19-20). He says to those who cause and
strengthen such conflict, “This isn’t the first time | have warned you,
you know. If you use your freedom this way, you will not inherit God’s
kingdom.” (Galatians 5:21). According to Paul, divisions serve to con-
firm and refine those who follow the truth of God and not just the teach-
ings of the church.

Just as the dispute in Solomon’s court drew cold hearted selfish-
ness out of the grieving woman, and warm-hearted selflessness out of
the other, so also conflict draws out whatever’s inside of us — for better
or worse. This is true in churches, in marriages, in friendships, in any
relationship. The fires of strife will make those enslaved to sin, act more
sinfully, and those captive to grace act all the more graciously. This

Anju Ann Mathews
D/o O. A. Ninan, Oorial Grace Mount, Kumbanad, Ooriapadickal

makes division a revealer and a purifier.

What sets the godly apart in these divisions? After Paul warns us
about the weeds of divisiveness, he tells us what grows in gardens
watered by the Spirit: love, not hatred; joy, not grumbling; peace, not
worry; patience, not irritability; kindness, not cruelty; goodness, not cor-
ruption; faithfulness, not faithlessness; gentleness, not harshness; self-
control, not indulgence (Galatians 5:22-23).

And the presence (or absence) of any of these qualities is felt
more deeply in conflict, isn't it? We may not really notice love or peace
until they’re surprising. We may not appreciate someone’s patience
until we expected them to be impatient, their kindness until we expected
them to be harsh, their faithfulness until we expected them to give up
and walk away. Division harvests whatever has been growing within us,
whether good or bad, and displays it for others to see.

We see that conflicts reveal what is genuine or not, allowing lov-
ing confrontation and a call to believe and repent. If someone has been
captured by sin, and no one around him knows, how will he be set free?
How will he taste the grace he can only pretend to know? Conflict will
draw sin out of all of us so that we can help one another put it to death
(Hebrews 3:12-13). But conflict will also uncover secret beauty. It will
prove the genuineness of the genuine — the hidden holiness we may
not always notice in one another. Isn't God kind to give us glimpses of
the good he’s doing in us?

Why has God allowed for divisions in church and so divisions in
family? In part, so that we might see the inner gem or gold of that per-
son. How dull might the gold of genuine faith seem without a fire to
refine and illuminate it?

Over time, division in healthy churches produces unity, not divi-
sion. Don't let the good fruit of conflict silence the apostle’s clear charge
in 1Corinthians 1:10; we aim for agreement and harmony in Christ. We
can't let the usefulness of divisions make any of us divisive.

After all, Paul's comment — “there must be differences among
you” — comes clothed in a vision for togetherness. He’s writing about
the Lord’s table (1 Corinthians 11:33—34). There is one body, one Spirit,
one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one Table — so put away whatever is
separating those that God has joined together.

Factions will come, and they must, but they come as catalysts to

a deeper, more meaningful sense of family. So as far as it depends on

us, let's pursue togetherness in the truth — and receive church conflict

as an invitation to explore and experience more of the oneness we
have in Christ.
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